
NWS are flies that produce maggots capable of infesting the living tissue 
of warm-blooded animals including pets, livestock, wildlife, and humans. 
NWS flies are attracted to wounds and mucous membranes, and can 
infest an animal through tick bites, cuts, dehorning, castration, or 
branding sites, for example. Infestations are common in the navels of 
newborn animals. Left untreated, infestations can become fatal within 
7-14 days.

PEST ALERT
NEW WORLD SCREWWORM

What is the New World Screwworm?
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• Creamy, white maggots in wounds of live animals
• Clear or blood-tinged discharge from a wound
• A foul odor
• Non-healing wound that grows as maggots feed on living tissue
• Discomfort & head-shaking
• Decreased appetite
• Separation from the herd or flock

Signs
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New World Screwworm (NWS), Cochliomyia hominivorax, has not been detected in Georgia. However, 
in early June 2026, a detection of NWS in the United States was confirmed in Zavala County, TX. NWS 
is endemic in the Caribbean, and there is currently an active outbreak in Central America and Mexico. 
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Contact the Georgia Department of Agriculture and then your 
veterinarian to seek treatment for your animal.

Reporting

Report possible NWS infestations in wildlife, 
to the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources Game Management Regional Office. 
Find the contact information for each region:
georgiawildlife.com/about/contact

Report possible NWS infestations in domestic 
animals, including livestock, to the Georgia 
Department of Agriculture’s Animal Health 
Division at: 404.656.3667 
AnimalHealth@agr.georgia.gov

Report NWS in Domestic Animals Report NWS in Wildlife

At this time, the detection of New World Screwworm in an agricultural setting in Texas does not 
represent an increased risk for Georgia citizens who do not have risk factors specific to New World 
Screwworm, such as travel to impacted areas. Details on risk factors and what to look for in humans 
can be found at cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/situation-summary/index.html or screwworm.gov.

Is there a Risk to Human Health? 

Stay vigilant to prevent this destructive pest from entering our state!

https://cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/stop-screwworm
https://georgiawildlife.com/about/contact



