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June 4, 2026
Dear Georgia Agricultural Producers and Industry Partners,

Many of you have likely heard about the recent confirmed detection of New World Screwworm
(NWS) in Zavala County, Texas. As a farmer and cattle producer, myself, I understand that
news like this can raise concerns across our agricultural community. I want to assure you that
the Georgia Department of Agriculture is actively monitoring this situation and remains in
close coordination with our state and federal partners.

While there have been no detections of New World Screwworm in Georgia, this development
serves as an important reminder of the value of preparedness and early detection. Protecting
animal health, supporting our producers, and safeguarding Georgia's agricultural economy
remain top priorities for our department.

To help you stay informed, attached are several resources I hope you find helpful. I encourage
you to review these materials carefully and share them with your employees, fellow producers,
veterinarians, livestock owners, and others who may benefit from this information. I also
encourage you to visit the Department’s New World Screwworm information page at
https://agr.georgia.gov/new-world-screwworm.

The success of Georgia agriculture depends on strong partnerships among producers,
veterinarians, industry organizations, and government agencies. By remaining informed,
monitoring animals closely, and reporting concerns promptly, we can work together to protect
Georgia’s #1 industry - agriculture.

My team and I are committed to providing timely information, practical guidance, and support
to Georgia's agricultural community. We will continue to share updates as new information
becomes available.

Thank you for your continued dedication to Georgia agriculture and for the important work
you do every day to feed, clothe, and sustain our communities.

God Bless & Keep Plowin’,

—

Commissioner Tyler J Harper
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